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process. I think it makes sense to put the issue on the
ballot. As Senator Hefner and Senator Haberman sa i d , y ou
are t a k i n g a w ay t h e right of the people to vote. But i t i s
those very same people that will make the decision, n ot us .
What we are deciding today i s whethe r we pu t i t o n t h e
ballot or not. T hat is the only decision we make. Do we
give the people a chance to vote on t h i s or no t ? I say
l e t ' s gi ve t hem a chance t o v ote on t h e i ssu e , l et ' s g i v e
the Governor a chance to make his case, and then let's let
the people decide whether or not they want to make a change.
If they decide themselves to take away the right to vote for
regents, and I think very well after they hear t he f a c t s
they may, then that is a decision they ought t o hav e a
chance t o m a k e . Th at is what we a re asking with th i s
resolution. I ask not to kill it, but to advance i t a n d
pass it and give the people a chance to vote on the issue.
I would l i k e t o def er t he rest of my time to Senator Rupp.

P RESIDENT: Y o u h a v e about two minutes, Senator Rupp.

SENATOR RUPP: Two minutes'? I t h i n k m y l i ght i s o n , s o I ' l l
s peak l a t e r . Th an k y o u .

PRESIDENT: Ok a y . Senator Va rd Jo h n son.

SENATOR V. JO HNSON: N r. Speaker a n d members of the body, I
think that both Senator Hefner an d Sen a t o r H a b erman have
done a superb job of outlining the differences o f op i n i o n o n
t hzs i ss u e . 1 t o t a l l y and absolutely agree with Senator
Hefner and Senator Haberman that this measure, if passed by
the Legislature and if passed by the voters at the next
general electio.. or the next primary election, would , f r om
that point forward, deprive the citizen of the right to vote
on regents, absolutely would. It would take away fr o m t h e
citizens their right to elect regents. Normally t here a r e
times wnen we like to keep the right of the franchise, so to
speak, in the hands of the citizenry. But there do come
times when that needs to be changed. I am of t he op i n i o n
this is o ne of t h ose times. S na tor Hefner makes t he
r emark, u s i n g t he ad a g e that we do use quite a bit in th s
body, if it is not broke it shouldn't be fixed. I 'm o f t he
opinion, truthfully, that our system of po s t s e c ondary
education in Nebraska is broke a nd n e e ds t o b e f i xed . I
passed out, about a month ago, a l i t t l e p ap e r I p ho t o c o p i e d
from t he re port o f t h e Gove r n or ' s Task F o r ce on
Postsecondar y Edu c at i on , wit h a sma l l n ote wh i ch
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